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THE AMERICAN LI ON (Panthera atrox) 

by Mark A .  Ha l l  

Rec e n t  his tory shows u s  that peo p l e  in North Ame ric a have been 
s e eing wha t  they de s c ribe as " b l a c k  panther s "  or " big bla ck ca t s " 
througho u t  the continent . At the s ame time peop l e  have reported maned 
c a t s . The s e  maned c a t s  are repor t ed l e s s  f requen t l y  but they s how 
a simil a r  dis t ribution o f  repor t s . The s econd group is o f t e n  c ompared 
to t h e  A f rican lion ( Panthera leo) . For it s simi l a rity it h a s  be en 
s ometime s c a l l ed a " TV lion " bec a u s e  Nor th Ame ric ans are a c c u s t omed 
to s e eing such a cat on t e l e vision or in zoos . 

So numerou s are the s e  a c coun t s  that no numb e r s  o f  int roduc ed 
A f ric an l ions or " b l ack panthe r s "  f rom Asia wou ld rea s on ab l y  ac count 
for t hem . As wil l  be con sidered la t er , other c andida t e s  such as 
me l a nis tic couga r s , f e r al cats forme r l y  dome s ticated , a nd l oc a l  fauna 
( ja g u a r s ,  bobc a t s ) c annot expl ain away the s e  anima l s . Fur the r , prior 
to r e c e n t  decade s there are his toric a l  r e ferenc e s  that hin t at an 
an tiquit y  for the pres ence of the maned and black c a t s  a s  na tive to 
the c ontine n t . 

They can be expl ained , in my view , by the s urviv a l  o f  Panthera 
atrox, a l a rge P l eis tocene c a t . The ma l e s  have man e s  a nd the fema l e s  
a r e  t h e  sma l l e r  and mor e  ac tive preda tor s w e  c a l l " b l a c k  pan the r s . "  

During the recent P l eis tocene Epoch t h e s e  c a t s  a l ong with 
Arctodus, a giant bear , were s ome o f  the " s uperpredator s "  that f ed 
on t h e  l arge f auna of the period . M . R .  Voorhie s and R .  George Corner 
d e s c ribed the c a t  this way: 

gone . 

Panthera atrox, which l i t e ra l l y means " horrib l e  panther , "  is 
the s cientific name app lied to one o f  the l arge s t  c a t s  that ever 
lived , c e rt ain l y  the l arge s t  one in the We s te rn Hemisphere . 
A l though Panthera atrox, or t h e  Ame rican l ion , probab l y  r e s emb l ed 
the Af rican lion (Panthera leo) in ou tward appear a n c e , the f o s sil 
f o rm wa s about 2 0  percent l ar g e r . The r e l ative l y  l ong , s l ender 
limb s o f  the Americ an lion indic a t e  that it wa s adapted f or lif e 
on the g r a s s l ands whe re it c ou l d  pursue such prey a s  hor s e s , 
c ame l s , bis on , prongbuck s ,  c a ribou , ground s l o t h s , and perhaps 
immature mammo t h s . The s pe cie s i s  very wide spread in American 
Late P l eis tocene deposits but i s  notab l y  ab s ent in t he e a s tern 
and s ou t h ea s tern United S t a t es • • • •  [ 1  1 

The P l eis tocene f auna and the l and s c ape o f  t h a t  e ra a r e  now 
Modern report s indic a t e  t h a t  t h e  American l ion is now 

dis p e r s e d  a c ro s s  t h e  c ontin e n t  o f  North Ame rica . I f  they in f a c t  
once lived in prides as do t h e  l io n s  o f  A f ric a today , they have had 
to adapt to a wor l d  that o f f e r s  them ma rgin a l  h abit a t  a n d  s c ar c e r  
r e s ource s . 

F o s sil remain s o f  the Ame ric an l ion have turned up in " A l a s ka , 
the Yukon , wes t e rn and southwe s te r n  U nited S t a te s , Nebr a s k a , Kan s a s , 
Texa s , M e xic o , and even a s  f ar s o u t h  a s  Peru . " [ 2 ]  A v e ry f ew r eport s  
o f  unu s u a l  c a t s  south o f  t h e  U . S . A .  border d o  hint t h a t  w e  migh t s til l 
find Panthera atrox in par t s  o f  La tin Ame rica today . 



F
i

g
. 

1
.

 
V

e
r

y
 

la
r

g
e

 
c

a
t

s
 

r
e

s
e

m
b

l
i

n
g

 
A

f
r

i
c

a
n

 
li

o
n

s
 

h
a

v
e

 
b

e
e

n
 

s
e

e
n

 
i

n
 

N
o

r
t

h
 

A
m

e
r

i
c

a
 

a
l

o
n

g
 

w
i

t
h

 
s

m
a

l
1

e
r

 
"

b
l

a
c

k
 

p
a

n
t

h
e

r
s

.
"

 
T

h
e

y
 

m
a

y
 

r
e

p
r

e
s

e
n

t
 

s
u

r
v

i
v

o
r

s
 

o
f

 
t

h
e

 
c

a
t

 
s

p
e

c
i

e
s

 
P

a
n

t
h

e
r

a
 

a
t

r
o

x
. 



March 1 9 9 4  WONDERS 5 

Know l edge of " bl a ck panthe r s " and the i r  s e l dom- s e en compan i on s , 
l a rge maned c a t s , i s  found mo s t  often i n  new s paper a r t i c l e s . The 
anima l s  create a s e n s a t i on for a few days u s ua l l y when they are 
gl impsed and hunted after con s p i cuou s ly prey i ng on l i ve s tock and 
peop l e ' s  pe t s. Somet ime s they turn up in fo l k l ore journa l s  after 
a part i c u l a r  s p l a s h  of pub l i c i ty g i ve s  them a mon i ck e r  s uch a s  " the 
Bea s t  of Bl adenboro. " A l s o  they are men't i oned offh andedly to 
journa l i s t s  by con s e rva t i on spec i a l i s t s  who hear abou t them bu t don ' t  
know wha t  to make of s uch s tor i e s  o f  big b l a c k  c a t s  a nd " TV l i on s " 
whe r e  none shou l d  be. 

The pro spe c t  of r e l e a s ed p e t s  or e s caped c i rc u s  a n ima l s  i s  oft en 
ra i s ed but w i t h  l i t t l e  e v i d ence to support s uch or i g i n s .  When anima l s  
e s c ape from capt i v i ty they are i dent ified a s  e s cape e s  and t racked 
down u n l e s s  they expi re in u n s u i tab l e  s urround i ngs . The fo l k l ore 
of peop l e  turn i ng pe t s  l oo s e  s eems to me to h av e  ·grown l arge ly out 
of a s i tuat i on where numerous unknown anima l s  s uc h  as P. atrox rema i n  
unc a t a l ogued . I t  i s  a s s umed t h a t  the a n i ma l s  ju s t  have t o  be pe t s . 

F igures 2 and 3 map a repre s en t a t ive s amp l e  of repo r t s  of Ame r i can 
l i o n s  i n  the U.S .A. and Canada . A bias towa rd t h e  e a s tern h a lf of 
the con t i nent i s  l i k e l y  beca u s e  the r e s earch h a s  been done mos t ly 
by mys e lf and Loren E. Co l ema n i n  that area. For e x amp l e , i n  1 9 70 
I happened to r e s earch the fi l e s  of the R i chmond , I nd i ana , 
Palladium-I tem and S un-Telegram. Tha t ef fort brough t to l ight many 
cat repo r t s  from I nd i ana , I l l i no i s , and Oh i o . 

The we s tern ha l f  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  h a s  seen l i tt l e  r e s e arch for b l a ck 
and maned c a t s. A few i n c i den t s  mo s t ly around majo r metropo l i tan 
area s h ave been not i ced s o  f ar . If  pub l i c i ty were g i v e n  t o  the va l ue 
o f  the s e  k i nds o f  report s  more i n forma t i on migh t be f o r thcom i ng . 

The report s shown i n  F ig. 2 a r e  not the o n l y  one s . Mo s t  s t a t e s  
i n  the e a s t e rn ha l f  of t h e  con t i ne n t  have them . I h a v e  them a s  we l l  
for M i nne s ota , Wi s c on s i n , Kentucky , Pennsylvan i a , and A l abama . I n  
an u npub l i s hed· pape r on " Repo r t s  o f  Cougar s  i n  Pen n s y l va n i a s i nc e  
1 8 9 0 "  H e l en McG i nn i s wa s ab l e  to c i t e over 4 0  r eport s  o f  b l a ck panth e r s  
i n  Penn syv l an i a  a l one . [ 3 ]  I n  add i t ion , i nc i de n t s o f  the s e  c a t s  a r e  
s ome t ime s impl i ed b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  reported p r e d a t ory a c t s  where n o  
d i r e c t  obs ervat i on o f  t h e  a n i ma l s  was reported . The r e port s o f  b l ack 
and maned cats have c on t i nued throughou t the 1 9 80s and i nt o  the 1 9 90s . 

The o l de s t  r e f erence to t he s e  c a t s  may be one noted by Henry 
Shoemak e r  i n  h i s  Juniata Memories when de s c r i b i ng the b i g  c a t s  known 
i n  c e n t r a l  Penn sylvan i a: 

On very rare o cc a s i on s  panth e r s  w i th mane s were t aken ; one of 
the l a s t  such wa s k i l l ed i n  the Ba ld Eag l e  Mou n t a i n s  by the c e l e­
b r a ted fron t i e r sman , P e t e r  P e nt z , i n  1 7 9 7 . [ 4 ]  

From t h e  s ta t e  o f  Ma i ne t h e  f o l l owi ng i n te l l i ge n c e  wa s r epor ted 
by the Bangor Courier in 1 836: 

The for e s t s  o f  Ma i ne s t i l l  abound i n  n ume rou s s pe c i e s  o f  w i l d  
a n i m a l s ,  s uch a s  t h e  moos e  1 deer 1 c a r i bou 1 l oupc e rv i e r  1 l unka­
s o o s e 1 and many o t h e r s  - - mo s t  of them v a l u ab l e  f or f ood and 
for the i r  s k i n s . The l u n k a s o o s e  ( the orthography i s  arb i trary )  
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KEY TO F I G . 2 .  EASTERN REPORTS OF BLACK PANTHERS AND MANED CATS 
( A s t e r i s k s  denote maned cat report s )  

1 • 

2 .  
3 .  
4 . * 
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
B. 
9 .  
1 0 .  
1 1  • 

1 2 .  
1 3 .  
1 4 .  
1 5 .  * 
1 6 .  
1 7 .  
18 . *  
1 9 .  
2 0 . 
2 1  • 

2 2 . 
23 . 
2 4 . 
2 5 . 
26 . 
2 7 . 
2 8 . 
2 9 . 
30 . 
3 1  • * 
32 . 
33 . 
34 . 

3 5 . * 
36 . 
3 7 . 
38 . 
39 . 
4 0 . * 
4 1  • 

4 2 . 
4 3 . *  
4 4 . 
4 5 .  
4 6 .  
4 7 . 
4 8 . 
4 9 . 
5 0 . 
5 1  • 

5 2 . 

19 2 9  Home s te ad FL I "Flor i d a  Mamma l s , "  NATURE , Dec 19 2 9  . 
19 4 8  Wi l ton NH / C . B . Co l by ,  MYSTER I OUS NEW ENGLAND ( 1 9 7 1) 
19 4 8  P i t t s f i e ld MA / C . B . Co l by ,  MYSTER I OUS NEW ENGLAND ( 19 7 1 )  
19 4 8  I nd i an a -Oh io I Ri chmond P a l l a d i um- I tem 3 Aug - 5  Sep 19 4 8  
19 4 8  Owen Co . I N  I R i chmond Pa l l ad i um- I t em 17 Aug 19 4 8  
1 9 4 9  Ja sper Co . IL I Ri chmond Pa l l ad i um- I tem 1 Sep 19 4 9  
19 5 1  Ham i l ton Co . I N  I R i chmond Pa l l ad i um-I tem 8 Jan 19 5 1  
19 5 2  Oak l and Co . MI I De tro i t  News 15 Ju l 1 9 86 
19 53- 5 4  B l adenboro NC / NORTH CAROLI NA FOLKLORE Aug 19 7 6  
19 5 5  N e w  Brun swick / B . Wr i gh t , T H E  EASTERN PANTHER , p . 123 
19 5 6  Oak l and Co . MI I Detro i t  News 1 5  J u l  1 9 86 
19 5 7  Moun ta i n s i de NJ I NY Jour n a l -Amer i can , 17 Jan 19 5 7  
19 5 7  Ch i l l i c othe MO I Kan s a s  C i ty (MO ) T ime s 23 J u l y  1 9 5 7  
19 5 8  Ceda r t own GA I At l an t a  Con s t i tu t i on 1 5 , 18 Apr 19 5 8  
1 9 5 8  War r i c k  Co . I N  I I nd i anapo l i s  News 2 5 - 2 9  Jan 19 5 8  
19 5 9  Sudbu ry ONT I Toronto S tar 2 1  Aug 19 5 9  
1960 South f i e l d M I  I De t ro i t  News 1 5  Ju l 1 9 86 
1 96 0  Kapu s ka s i ng ONT I Toronto Te l egram 28 Jun 1960 
1961 New Brunswick / B . Wr i gh t , THE EASTERN PANTHER , p . 123 
1 962 Montgomery , C l a rk Cos . OH I Spr i ng f i e l d  News 27 Jun 19 73 
1 962 De l h i  NY I Wa l ton Repo r t e r  28 July 19 8 2  
1962 Ha ncock Co . I N  I I nd i anapo l i s  New s  2 O c t  1962 
1 963 Champa i gn Co . IL I Champa i g n-Urbana Cou r i e r  4 Jan 1963 
1 963 Dupage Co . IL I Jo l i e t  Her a l d  News 2 4  Apr 1963 
1 9 6 5  Ma con Co . IL I Dec a t u r  Rev i ew 2 5  Jun , 1 J u l  1965 
1 966 Al exander Co . I L  I Carbonda l e  Egyp t i an 2 2  Apr 1966 
1 9 6 8  Greene Co . AR I Arkan s a s  Democrat 2 5  Sep 1968 
1 9 7 0  Frede r i c ton NB / B . Wr i gh t , THE EASTERN PANTHER , 1 2 2 , 1 5 8 
1 9 7 0  Ma c on Co . IL I Dec atur Rev i ew 1 0  J a n  1 9 7 0  and i nt e rv i ew 
19 7 0  Ja sper Co . IL I Newton Pre s s  19 Feb 19 7 0  
19 7 0  Ro s coe I L  I Ro ck ford S tar 30 May , 2 Jun , 2 5  Aug 19 7 0  
1 9 7 0  Rando l ph , Un i on Co s . I L/ Southern I l l i no i s an 1 1  Jun 19 7 0  
pre - 19 7 1  Fl i n t s t one MD I Wa s h i ngton Po s t  2 6  Aug 1 9 7 1  
1 9 7 1  Eaton Corners NY I K n i c k e rbocker News ( Sc h e n e c t ady ) 

2 9  Mar 1 9 7 1  
1 9 7 1  North Brun sw i c k  NJ I S . Woodbr i dge News Tr i b  1 1  Sep 19 7 1  
1 9 7 2  Fayet t ev i l l e AR I Nor t hwe s t  Arkan s a s  T ime s 16 Dec 19 7 2  
1 9 7 4  Monroe M I  I Detro i t  News 1 5  J u l  1 9 86 
1 9 7 4  South f i e l d  M I  I De tro i t  News 1 1 ,  1 2  Oc t 1 9 7 4  
1 9 7 5  Stockbr i dge GA I A t l an t a  Con s t i tu t i on 1 8  Sep 1 9 7 5  
1 9 7 5  Geauga Co . OH I C l eve l and P l a i n  Dea l e r  5 S e p  1 9 7 5  
1 9 7 6  St . C l a i r  Co . I L  I Mi l l s t adt Enterpr i s e  2 1  Apr 1 9 7 6  
1 9 7 6  Li t t l e  Roc k  AR I Arka n s a s  G a z e t t e  1 7  Nov 1 9 76 
1 9 7 6  Al apaha GA I A t l an t a  Jou r n a l  2 Aug 1 9 7 9  
1 9 7 7  Al l en Co . OH I L . E .  Co l eman FATE Maga z i ne Nov 1 9 7 7  
1 9 7 8  Counc i l  B l u f f s  IA I Nonpa re i l  23-3 0 Jun 1 9 7 8  
1 9 7 8  P t . P l e a s ant WV /Pt P l e a s ant Reg i s te r  1 8 , 2 0 , 2 1 Sep 1 9 7 8  
p r e- 1 9 7 9  C l ev e l and Co . N C  I She l by Star 1 5  Jan 1 9 7 9  
1 9 8 0  Ru s se l v i l l e  AR I Cour i e r  Democrat 2 4-2 5 J a n  1 9 8 0  
1 9 8 0  Lone Jack MO I Kan s a s  C i ty Star 4 Feb 1 9 8 0  
1 9 8 1  nr B a x t e r  S t a t e  Pk ME/Augu s t a  Kennebe c Jour . 6 May 19 8 1  
1 9 8 4  to 1 9 8 7  Oak l and , Wa s h t enaw , L i v i ng s ton Co s . M I  I De t ro i t  

Free P re s s  1 3  S ep 19 8 4  + ,  Det ro i t  News 1 2  J u l  1 9 86 + 

1 9 8 4  Fl i nt M I  I Fl i nt Jour n a l  1 4  Aug 1 9 8 4 , 4 Dec 1 9 8 4  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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KEY TO F I G . 3. WE STERN RE PORTS OF BLACK PANTHERS AND MANED CATS 
( A s t e r i s k s  denote maned c a t  report s )  

1 • * 
2 . * 
3 .  

4 .  

5 .  
6 .  
7 .  

8 .  
9 .  
1 0 .  

1 1 • 

1 2. 
1 3 .  

. 1 9 5 1  Water loo NE I New York T i me s 2 9  Nov 19 5 1  
19 5 4  Surpr i s e  NE I Omaha Wor l d  H e ra l d  2 Aug 19 5 4  
1960 Fort Wo rth TX I i n t e rv i ew w i th S a l l i e  Ann C l arke , 

Apr i l  19 7 0  
1964 Mi l l  Va l ley CA I �a n Ra f a e l  I ndependent -Jou r n a l  

1 4  S e p  1964 
1967 Cama r i l l o CA I Ven t u r a  S t a r -Free Pr e s s  13 Dec 1967 
1968 Thous and Oak s CA I Ventura S t ar -Free P r e s s  9 Jan 1 9 68 
19 73 Concord to Danvi l l e  CA I Va l l ejo T i me s -Her a l d  5 Ma r 

19 73 
19 73 Alum Rock ( ea s t  of S a n  J o s e ) CA I AP , 16 De c 1 9 73 
19 7 5  Nobi l i ty TX I S h e rman Democrat 2 2  May 19 7 5  
pre - 19 76 B i g  Th i ck e t  TX I Corpu s Chr i s t i  Ca l l e r  8 Feb 

19 76 
19 76 Tuc s on AZ I Tu c s on C i t i z en 17 S e p - 2 7  Oct 19 76 
19 7 7  Ta l i h i na OK I Ta l i h i na Ame r i can 20 Jan 19 7 7  
19 7 7  Okl ahoma C i ty O K  I Ok l ahoma Times 2 5 - 2 6 O c t  19 7 7  

Ok l ahoman 26- 2 7  Oc t 1 9 7 7  
1 4 .* 19 7 9  Fremon t CA I Fremont Argu s 1 1-17 Nov 19 7 9 , 

1 5 .  * 
1 6 .  

San Franc i s co Chron i c l e  13 Nov 19 7 9  
19 83 E l  Toro CA I UP I 9 Oc t 1 9 83 
19 8 4  San Dima s CA I San Gabr i e l  Va l l ey T r i bune 2 1  May 1 9 84 
19 8 5  Fort Worth TX I For t  Worth S t ar Te l egram 2 1-2 2 Feb 1 7 .  * 

1 8 .  
19 8 5 , UP I 2 1- 2 2  Feb 1 9 8 5  

19 8 8  Fa i r f i e l d CA I UP I 10 Apr 1 9 8 8  

i s  a n  an ima l o f  wh i ch w e  h av e  o n l y  he ard recent ly ; but t r ad i t i on 
s ays that a feroc ious a n i ma l  o f  huge s i z e , w i th a mane l i ke a 
l i on ,  ha s a c tua l ly been s e e n  t o  come to the borde r s  o f  t h e  r i ver , 
and the l umbermen s ay t h a t  t h ey have h eard h i m  i n  t h e  woods 
roa r i ng mo s t  l u s t i ly .  The I nd i an s , too , t a l k  about the " l unka­
s oo s e , "  and they are conc l u s i ve a u t ho r i ty i n  such ma t te r s . [5] 

The characte r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  lunkasoose i n  s i z e ,  mane , a nd roar 
are repeated i n  modern account s of wha t  s eem t o  be P. atrox. We m i ght 
h ave hoped for a better t r ad i t i on a l n ame for t h i s  cat t h a n  " l unka­
s oo s e . "  So far t h i s i s  t h e  o n l y  s uc h  name tha t m i g h t  r e p l a c e  the 
amb i guou s names . currently app l i ed t o  P. atrox ( tho s e  n ame s be i n g  
" Ame r i c an l i on , " " g i ant jaguar , "  " b l ac k  panther , "  a n d  " TV l i on . " )  

Ano t h e r  e a r l y  re f l ec t i on o f  t h e s e  c a t s  may be " A  T i ge r  i n  
Ken tucky "  reported i n  t h e  Lex i ng t o n  ( Kentucky ) Gazette f o r  1 7 J u ly 
1 8 23 . The report began: 

We l earn f rom Ru s s e l l v i l l e  t h a t  a gen t l eman d i s cove red an 
a n i ma l o f  a l arm i ng appear a n c e  a f ew mi l e s  f rom town , a nd h a s t ened 
to the neares t hou s e  whe r e  he wa s jo i ned by three men , two of 
whom were armed w i th guns , and a ttended by a dog . The s tr a nge 
mon s te r  wa s aga i n  d i s c ov e r e d , a nd wh i l e bayed by the dog , t he 
two gun s  con t i nued to f i re o n  h i m  a t  a d i s t ance o f  abo u t  f i f ty 
yar d s  w i thout forc i ng h im t o  move f rom h i s s tand ; a f ur i ou s  l ook 
and appa l i ng brow the two men w i thout guns who f l ed to t own . 
Expe r i enced mark smen , c on t i nu e d  t o  f i re , and on t h e  twe l f th s hot 
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the bea s t  put o f f  a t  f u l l s peed , mark i ng h i s  way by b l ood f l ow i ng 
f rom many wou nds that i t  mu s t  have rece i ved . The dog wa s too 
much f r i gh ted to cont inue the pu r s u i t ,  and the hunt smen d a r e  
not venture , a l th ough o n e  o f  them wa s a s  fea r l e s s a s  Boone 
h i m s e l f ,  and a c c u s t omed to the cha s e  f rom e a r l y  l i f e . 

Whe n  the news reached Ru s s e l l v i l l e about forty gent l emen 
repa i red t o  the s pot , and had a f u l l v i ew of the ground . The 
pr i n t  wh i ch the paws of th i s  a n i ma l  made i n  the earth corr e s ponds 
wi th t h e  a ccount g i ven o f  h i s g r e a t  bu l k  by t ho s e  who had an 
oppo r t u n i ty of v i ew i ng him a t  a s ho r t  d i s tance for s e ve r a l  
m i nu t e s ; he wa s o f  a b r i nd l e  c o l or with a mo s t  t e rr i f i c  f ront 
- - h i s eye s are de s c r i bed as the l a rge s t  ever seen i n  a ny a n i ma l . 
We a r e  we l l  a cqua i nted w i th the party e ngaged i n  t h e  a tt a c k , 
and g i ve t h e  f u l l e s t  cred i t  to the a c c ount we have rec e i ved . [ 6 ]  

The Kentucky mon s t e r  hunt o f  18 23 h a s  been f o l l owed by many more 
hun t s  for b i g  c a t s  i n  the twen t i e t h  c e n tury . The s t a t e s  of I l l i no i s ,  
I nd i ana , and Oh i o  have seen many o f  them . I found such " va rm i nt hunt s "  
to be n umerou s i n  the f i l e s  of the Ri chmond ( I ndi ana ) Palladium-I tem 
and S un-Telegram whe n  I d i d  r e s e arch there i n  1970 . 

A r emarkab l e  s e r i e s  of report s f rom s outhern I nd i ana a nd nearby 
Oh i o  i n  Augu s t  a nd S eptember o f  19 4 8  demon s t ra t e s  the pre s en c e  t h e r e  
o f  a pa i r  o f  c a t s . T h e  news repor t s  t o l d  o f  a m a n e d  cat a c c ompa n i ed 
by a b l a c k  c a t . 

An a n i ma l  wa s t reed and f i red upon on 2 Augu s t  i n  Un i on County 
in I nd i a na . I t  l e apt from tree to tree and e s caped . The next day 
t r a c k s  s i x  i n ch e s  l ong were found . The Palladium-I tem ob s e rved: " Su c h  
t r a c k s  a r e  not t ho s e  o f  any o f  the wi l d  l i f e l i v i ng i n  t h i s  s ec t i on 
o f  t he c oun t ry . " Hogs , catt l e , and a bul l we re reported l o s t  t o  s ome 
predator . [ ? ]  

On 5 Augu s t  a c a t  appeared a t  E l khorn Fa l l s  i n  Wayne County . 
S i x  peop l e  f i s h i ng there were f r i gh t ened . The next day the Palladium­
I tem wrote: "The peop l e  were r epo rted to have d e s c r i bed t h e  a n i ma l  
a s  l ook i ng l i ke a l i on w i t h  a l ong ta i l , bu s hy ha i r  around t h e  n e c k  
and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  f eatures . "  

On 7 Augu s t  i t  became c l ear tha t t h e s e  repo r t s r e f l ec ted t he 
pre s en c e  o f  two a n i ma l s . Two t e e n - age boys , Arthur and Howard Turne r , 
s aw the two approach the bu i l d i ng s  on t he i r  f am i ly ' s  f a rm . Due t o  
the " va rm i n t "  s c are i n  progre s s , Ar thur wa s c a r r y i ng a r i f l e . He fire d  
i n  t he i r  d i rec t i on when t h e y  w e r e  2 0 0  f e e t·away . The a n i ma l s  jumped 
a ga t e  and ran away . The pape r r eported: 

The two b o y s  d e s c r i bed one o f  the a n i ma l s  a s  " ha v i ng t h e  a pp e a r­
a n c e  o f  a 1 i on . "  I t  wa s l a rge -h eaded and s h aggy and appea r ed 
t o  b e  brown i s h i n  c o l or . The o t h e r , t h ey s a i d , h a d  more t h e  
appea r a nc e  o f  a panther a n d  wa s b l a c k . 

Lat e r  t h e  c a t s  we re seen f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  north and e a s t  i n to Oh i o  
i n  Dra k e  Count y . Lat e r  s t i l l , i n  e a r l y  S e p t ember , unu s u a l  t r a c k s  
were f ound to t he s outh near Morn i ng S u n , Oh i o . The repo r t s  s ugg e s t  
t h e  moveme n t  o f  t h e  pa i r  f rom the south a round t h e  Oh i o  R i ve r  t o  t h e  
north a l on g  t h e  Wh i tewa t e r  R i ve r . The i r  p a t h  wa s a U - s haped journey , 
r e t u r ni n g  t h em s ou thward toward the Oh i o  R i ve r . 
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I n  19 7 7  Al l en County i n  Oh io wa s the s cene o f  nume rous 
depreda t i on s  by a " b l a c k  p a n t h e r . "  Loren Col eman has s umma r i z ed t h e s e  
even t s . [ 8 1  The epi s ode produc ed a photograph o f  track ( Fi g . 4 )  t h a t  
ma tche s the reported t r a c k s  and photographed c a s t s  t h a t  have t urned 
up dur i n g  panther repor t s  e l s ewhere . The track wi l l  be d i s c u s sed l a ter . 

Typ i c a l  of modern pant h e r  a ccoun t s  i s  an expe r i ence ou t s i de Baxter 
State Park i n  Ma i ne in 19 8 1 .  The wi f e  o f  a park range r , B e t ty Ann 
Cu shman , to ld her s i gh t i ng t h i s way : 

There i s  a b s o l u t e ly no doubt i n  my m i nd that wha t  I s aw wa s 
a b l ack panther . We we re d r i v i ng be twe en Harr i ngton Lake and 
the Sourdnahunk gate when t h i s  hand s ome a n i ma l  appe ared i n  the 
road . It had the w i de h ead o f  the cat f am i ly 1 the l ong t a i l , 
and i t s every mot i on wa s one o f  grace . I t  t ook a l ong l ook at 
the truck , then s e emed t o  g l i de over the road bank a nd i n to the 
wood s . [9 ] 

The p r e s e nce of a s urv i v i ng Panthera atrox s outh o f  t he U . S .  A. 
bo rder i s  s ugge s ted by a f ew r e po r t s. One ob s e rver o f  a b l ack panther 
i n  the Mex i c an s t a t e  o f  S i na l oa wa s Dav i d  L .  Young . He r epor t e d  the 
fo l l ow i ng s tory i n  a l e t ter t o  t h e  Tuc s on Citizen in 19 7 6 . 

I n  19 4 1  B i l l  B l a k e  and I , · d r i v i ng a p i ckup t r u c k , made a 
tr i p  own the we s t  coa s t  o f  Mex i co f rom Noga l e s  t o  Guada l ajara . 
Th i s  wa s l ong be fore t h e re we re br i dge s over the r i ve r s  or 
pavemen t  to dr i ve on . 

At s unup one morn i n g  w e  were qu i et ly coa s t i n g  down a narrow 
s andy road i n  t h e  m i s t - c o a t e d  f oo th i l l s  o f  S i na l oa and u pon mak i ng 
a s harp turn i n  the road we s aw not f a r  ahead , be l ly to the 
ground , ta i l  tw i tc h i ng in s t a l k i ng pos i t i on , a l arge b l ack membe r 
o f  the cat f am i ly . The a n i m a l  wa s r e l uc ta n t  to g i ve up a s  we 
got qu i te near i t  be f o r e  i t  l eaped i n  the road s i de wa l l  o f  green . 
Cur i o s i ty c au s ed u s  t o  s top and l ook over the emb ankmen t  and 
t h e r e , d i p p i ng wa t e r  f rom a wa terho l e , wa s a Me x i can woman and 
young ch i l d . 

We f e l t  s ure we h a d  s ee n  a b l a c k  panthe r , but c ar e f u l  
re s e a r c h  a f ter r e t u r n i ng t o  Tuc s on t aught u s  t h e r e  a r e  no b l ack 
pan t h e r s  in Mex i c o , only a n  o c c a s i on a l  dark - c o l ored jaguar . [10 ] 

Al s o  f rom we s t e rn Mex i co c ome s another i nd i c a t i on o f  l arge c a t s  
wi t h  man e s  i n  1 9 4 0 .  I van T .  S a n d e r s o n  to l d  m e  o f  h i s  c o l l ec t i ng a 
c a t  s k i n  t h a t  he d e s c r i bed a s  ove r  6 f e e t  l on g  f rom no s e  t o  t a i l . 
The t a i l , h e  rec a l l ed , wa s about 18 i nc h e s l ong . H e  con t i n u ed : 

The l eg s  appeared to h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  l on g  compared t o , s ay ,  
a h ou s e - c a t  o r  a puma . T h e  paws were v e ry b i g  and s p l ayed and 
we l l  f urred . The c l aw s  wer e  br i gh t  ye l l ow .  The fur wa s s o f t  
be l ow and r a t h e r  f i rm on top a n d  ba s i ca l ly was var i o u s  brown s 
throughou t , p l a i n  on t h e  h e ad and s hou l d e r s  but brea k i ng up i nto 
l i g h t  a nd dark s o r t  of wavy s t r i pe s  on the f l an k s  and upper l eg s . 

The mo s t  s i ng u l a r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  s k i n  wa s " a  l a rge r u f f  a round 
the nec k "  f o rmed by h a i r s  grow i ng forward f rom beh i nd the shou l de rs . 
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Th i s  s pe c i men wa s s ub s equent ly r u i ned i n  a hur r i c ane that s t ruc k 
Br i t i sh Hondura s  ( Be l i z e ) whe r e  h i s co l l ec t i on wa s s tored . When 
in 1 9 7 2  I van t o l d  me of th i s  e x pe r i ence I a s ked h i m  t o  wr i te it down . 
A s umma ry o f  t h i s  r e col l ect i on wa s pub l i s hed po s thumou s l y . [ 1 1 ]  

I n  a 19 th century d e s c r i p t i on o f  Gua tema l a  vu l c ano log i s t  Wi l l i am 
Br i gham rec a l led th i s  event: 

An e a r t hquake in 1 5 26 , s o  s e ve re , s ays Be rna l D i a z  del Ca s t i l l o ,  
tha t men c o u l d  not s t and , s e em s t o  have f r igh tened the popula t i on 
l e s s  t h a n  d i d  an enormou s l i on ( puma ? ) wh i ch de s c ended the for e s t­
c l ad s l ope s o f  [ the vo l cano ] Agua i n  1532 and made g r e a t  havoc , 
u n t i l  a r eward of twe n ty - f i ve go l d  do l l a r s  and a h undred f anega s 
o f  whe a t  i nduced a pea s an t  to k i l l  t h e  mon s ter . [ 1 2 ]  

Mi g h t  t h i s  " enormou s l i on " have been P .  atrox? 
I n  1 9 83 an Ame r i c an ranche r wi th prope rty i n  Hondura s ,  Tem i s toc l e s  

Ram i r e z  de Are l l ano , wa s prote s t i ng t h e  appropr i a t i on o f  s ome of h i s 
l and n e a r  Puerto C a s t i l l a . The U . S .  Army wanted to bu i l d a Honduran 
ba s e  t h e r e . H i s prote s t  i nc l uded a concern for " r are b l a ck pan the rs" 
tha t w e r e  p a r t  o f  wha t  he c o n s i de red a game pre s erve on t he l and . [ 13] 

The l a t e s t  su gge s t i on o f  P .  atrox c ome s from P e t e r  Hock i ng i n  
P e ru . H e  h a s  heard of a " g i an t  b l a c k  panther " and a mo re s e l dom- s een 
s t r i ped cat of l a rge s i z e in P e ruv i an f o re s t s . [ 14 ]  

H i s to r i c al r e f e renc e s  to b l a c k  type s o f  c a t s  i n  South Ame r i c a  
a r e  c i t ed i n  S t an l ey Young a n d  Edwa rd Go l dman 1 s book The Puma . [ 1 5 ]  
S u c h  r e f e renc e s  m i g h t  on ly b e  s a f e l y  s o r t ed out f rom jaguar s  and " b l ack 
puma s "  on ly a f t e r  t he pre s en c e  of P .  atrox i s  e s tab l i shed on other 
ground s . 

Lat in Ame r i c a h a s  not t r u l y  b e e n  s u rveyed by re s e arch o r  d i rect 
i nqu i ry to reveal wha t m i gh t  be l ea rned o f  maned and unu s u a l  b l ack 
c a t s  in t he r eg i on . Such a n  e f f o r t  s hou l d  be made . 

When t h e s e  c a t s  a re s o  w i de l y  s ee n  i n  North Amer i c a  s ome dead 
c a t s s h o u l d  have t urned up ove r t i me . I know o f  t hr e e  i n s t ance s o f  
" b l a ck p a n t he r s " be i ng k i l l e d  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s . None o f  t hem wa s t hen 
e xam i ne d  to d e t e rm i n e  the i r  b i o l ogi c a l  i den t i ty ,  howeve r . 

I n  the e a r ly 1 9 7 0 1 s Wa l te r  DeYoung w a s  l i v i n g  o n  h i s  f a rm n e ar 
Bem id j i ,  Mi nne s o t a . One n i gh t  he s aw a l ong b l ac k  ca t i n  h i s co r r a l  
and he wa t ched i t  l eap t h e  f ence . H e  t hough t i t  mu s t  b e  a puma . 
S o  d i d  t h e  l oc a l  c o n s e rva t i on o f f i ce r  h e  t a l ked t o  who a l ready knew 
abo u t  t he c a t . He a sked DeYoung n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t i t .  The c a t  wa s 
seen f o r  about 3 months u n t i l  a l oc a l  pape r ran a p i c t u r e  o f  the dead 
cat a f te r  i t  had been shot . 

A s e c on d  o cc u r r en c e  appe a r s  t o  have happened i n  e ar ly 1 960 . 
S a l l ie Ann C l a rke o f  Fo r t  Wor t h , Texas , to l d  me i n  19 7 0  tha t a " b l ack 
pan t he r "  had been rou t i n e l y  s een a l on g  a creek b e s i d e  her n ew home . 
F i na l ly a f a rmer s h o t  and k i l l ed t h e  an ima l accord i ng t o  a newspaper 

· repor t . 
The mo s t  i nvo l ved i n c i de n t  i s  documented i n  A t l an t a , Georg i a , 

new spaper s  f o r  the yea r 1 9 7 5 . The s to ry began w i t h  an 18 S ep t . report 
f rom S to ckbr i dg e  w i t h  t he t i t l e  " Some t h i n g  Sc ream s at N i gh t . "  From 
the wood s  c arne s ou n d s  " tha t ' l l turn you r  b l ood cold . "  Peop l e  r epor ted 
a " s l ee k  b l a ck cat wi th a l on g  t a i l "  and eye s the s i z e  of s i lver 
do l l a r s . A penned - up goa t  wa s k i l l ed . 



Fig. 4 . The trac k 
o f  a " b lack panther . "  
The track ha s been 
d i smi s s ed o f t e n  a s  
a dog track bec a u s e  
t h e  c l aws are no t 
r et r a c ted . Th i s  one 
wa s found near Bl u f f t on , 
Oh i o , i n  19 7 7 . Mea s ure­
m en t s  a r e  5 i nc h e s  
l ong a n d  4 . 5  i nc h e s  
w i de . From a pho t o­
g raph i n  the B l u f f t on 
New s , 9 June 19 7 7 . 

Three days l a t e r  i t  wa s reported that f i ve r e s idents a round 
S t o ckbr i dge had s een the s ame b l a ck cat . A trap wa s put out by 
o f f i c i a l s o f  the Game and Fi s h  Div i s i on o f  the Georg i a  Department 
of Natur a l  Re source s . At th i s  t i me it s u r f aced tha t a l o c a l  r e s ident , 
J ame s Rut l edge , had shot a nd k i l l ed an anima l dur i ng t h e  prev i ou s  
s pr i ng . H e  wa s p l owing i n  h i s garden when h e  spi ed wha t l ooked l i ke 
a young b l a ck panthe r in a t r e e . He s hot it t hr e e  t i mes . Acc ord i ng 
to the At l anta Constitution " he s a i d  he bur i ed i t  w i thout t e l l i n g  
anyone becau se he wa s a f ra i d  o f  u p s e t t ing l oc a l  r e s i den t s . "  

At t h i s  po int o f f i c i a l s  gave t he i r  v i ews on b l ack panthe r s . 
Dr . Ernest Provo s t  o f  the Un i ve rs i ty of Georg i a  ( Fore s t  Re source s 
Dept . )  s a id ,  " There may be p a n t h e r s  here b u t  t h ey are not b l ac k . 
Th i s  b l ack bus i ne s s  ha s never been proven . No one h a s  ever go t ten 
a b l ack panther . "  Ron Jack s on , cura tor o f  mamma l s  a t  t h e  A t l anta 
Zoo , s a i d  a b l ack panther wa s no t a b i o l og i c a l  i mpo s s i b i l i ty but no 
z oo had one . I f  r epo r t s  were correct he t hough t i t  wou l d  h ave to 
be a leopard , s ay i ng , "As f a r  as I know there wou l d  be no th i ng l i ke 
that un l e s s  s omeone r e l e a sed i t .  I t ' s  pos s i b l e  t h a t  s ome c i rcus 
had it and it e s caped . "  

Te rry Joh n s on , a b i o l og i s t  wi th the s t a te DNR , wanted t o  d i g  
u p  any ske l et a l  rema i n s  o f  Rut l edge ' s  k i l l . And i t  wa s r epor ted 
t h a t  t h i s wou l d  happen wi th i n  a week ' s  t ime . 

On 6 Oc t .  the At l a n t a  Journal r eported the o u t c ome o f  t h e  i nt e re s t  
i n  t h e  corps e . Rut l edge dec i ded aga i n s t revea l i ng t h e  l oca t i on . 
He t o l d  the DNR that h e  c ou l d  not remember whe re i t  wa s . Ac cording 
t o  t he Journal : " Rut l edge i s  reportedly a fr a i d  of be ing pro s ecu ted 
f o r  k i l l i ng an endangered spec i e s , wh i ch c a r r i e s  a m a x i mum f i ne of 
$2 0 , 0 0 0  and two to f i ve yea r s  in ja i l . "  An unnamed U . S .  o f f i c i a l  
wa s r eported t o  s ay tha t s uc h  p r o s e cu t i on wa s u n l i ke ly . The new s paper 
conc l uded " apparent ly Rut l edge· w i l l  no t l ead o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e  s i t'e 
unless he has a writt�n document granting immunity from pros ecution , 
a docume n t  tha t o f f i c i a l s s ay t h ey c anno t l ega l l y prov i de . " [ 16 ]  
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The true d i s t r ibut i on o f  the c a t s  i n  the Ame r i c a s  i s  uncer ta in 
and a mor e  me thodi c a l  s u rvey o f  the cont i nent s i s  needed . In North 
Ame r i c a  t hey have been r eported f rom Tacoma , Wa s h i ngton[17 ] to ·southern 
Fl o r i da . The numerous appearanc e s  in s t a t e s  south o f  the Great Lake s 
s eem l e s s  e x traord i nary wh en we cons ider the recent dec imat i on o f  
t h e  G r e a t  Swamp s in tho s e  s ta te s . [ 18 ] Tho s e  wet l and s suppo rted such 
w i l d l i f e as b i s on and e l k . [ 1 9 ]  The big cats may h ave preyed upon 
tho s e  anima l s  in a pos t - P l e i s tocene wo r l d . They have s i mp ly rema i ned 
i n  p l a ce and ta ken to s urv i v ing as be s t  they can in the new cond i t i ons 
t h i s  c entury ha s l e f t  them whe r e  the swamps were . 

When u s i ng the A f r i c an l i on a s  a mode l f or the preh i s tor i c  
b eh a v i o r  o f  the Ame ri c an l i on w e  shou l d  no te t h e  f i nd ing s of George 
and Kay Scha l l e r  who s t ud i ed Panthera leo i n  the wi l d . [ 2 0 ] The c at s  
do no t s u r v i ve exc l us i ve ly in pr i de s . I nd i v i dua l s  spend t i me o f f  
b y  t h em s e l ve s . As s uming s u c h  e xpe r i enc e f o r  Ame r i can l i ons , the cat s  
m a y  have f ound thi s abi l i ty t h e  key t o  s u r v i v ing beyond t h e  demi s e  
o f  t he P l e i s tocene fauna . A p a t t e rn o f  wand e r ing i s  the l i kely one 
in t oday ' s  wor l d . They a r e  in trans i t i on and l i ve mo re l i ke mount a in 
l i on s . 

They have turned f rom p r eying upon herds to s c aveng ing . When 
b l a c k  panthe r s  a r e  s een t he r e  a r e  a l s o repo r t s  o f  l i ve s tock lo s t . 
I n s t anc e s  o f  s t e a l ing food a l s o o c c u r , a s  a t  t he Rock River in I l l ino i s  
(to l d  be l ow ) . The c a t s  probab ly s t a l k  p r ey l i ke deer where they can. 

The t ra c k s  o f  the Ame r i c an l i on cou l d  become one o f  t he mo s t  
d i s t i ngu i s h i ng ind i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  c a t  • s pre s ence . Mor e  pat i ent s tudy 
o f  t hem i s  needed bec a u s e  t hey h ave s o  f a r  been l oo s e l y d e s cr ibed 
a nd o f t en wrong ly d i smi s s ed as dog t ra c k s . 

The t ra ck s  of t he ma l e  l i on c an be enormous i f  t h e  r epo rts a r e  
a c c u r a t e . They a r e  f requent l y  compa red to d i nne r p l a t e s . Bu t 
c on s i s tent ly they have r ema ined poor ly recorded . 

The t ra c k s  o f  the f ema l e  have been s een o f t en ,  photographed , 
and c a s t e d , pe r h ap s becau s e  t h ey a r e  muc h  sma l l e r . The examp l e  in 
F i g . 4 i s  typ i c a l . The track h a s  a d i amond - s haped conf i gurat i on w i th 
f o u r  toe s and c l aws appa r ent . Becau s e  the c l aws show cons i s tent ly 
t he t r a ck h a s  been r epe ated ly d i sm i s s ed as a " dog t rack " in the mod e rn 
h i s t o ry o f  b l a c k  panther r epor t s .  No c ons i d er a t i on wa s g i ven to the 
po s s i b i l i ty tha t a l arge cat wi th non-r e t r a c tab l e  c l aws could be 
l ea v i ng the pr int s . 

Mo s t  but not a l l  c a t s  h ave f u l ly-r e t r a c tab l e  c l aws . The F i s h i ng 
C a t  (Prionailurus . viverrinus) , f o r  examp l e , h a s  c l aw shea t h s  that 
are no t l arge enough to f u l ly conce a l  t h e  ea t ' s  c l aws . [2 1 ]  Natura l i s t 
J i m  Corb e t t  h a s  po i nted out t h a t  " the i mpr int o f  the toe -na i l s  shows 
i n  t he t r a c k s  o f  a l l  anima l s  that run down t he i r  p r ey . 11 [ 2 2 ] So we 
may expec t that the Ame r i can l i on wa s such a c a t  dur ing the 
P l e i s to c ene . 

L i t t l e  c an be s a i d  f o r  c er t a in abou t t h e  c o l o r s  o f  t he two s ex e s  
e x c e p t  t h a t  b l ack s pec i men s appear to be f ema l e s  wh i l e t h e  l a rge cat s 
w i t h  mane s s eem to be brown i sh and a r e  t h e  ma l e s . There a r e  r e a s ons 
t o  s u s p e c t  bo th s exe s m a y  s h ow s ome s t r i p ing as we l l .  The s k in 
d e s c r ibed by I van Sand e r s on w a s  p robab ly a ma l e  and s howed some 
s t r i pe s . A r eport of a b l a c k  panther in my f i l e s  cont a ins a c l a im 
by t h e  obs e rve r t h a t  h e  s aw e v i dence o f  s tr i pe s on t h e  dark body o f  
t h e  c a t . A l l o f  t h i s  r a i s e s  the pos s i b i l i ty t h a t  t h e  anima l s  w e  s ee 
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today are showing l e s s and l e s s  o f  the strip e s  that may have been 
more common tho u s ands o f  ye a r s  ago . Pe rhaps an a l l  b l a c k  body is 
curr ently a bette r adaptation for surviva l in the fema l e  lion . The 
true c o l or s of ma l e s  requires much bette r de s c ription s  than we now 
have . 

The incidents o f  maned cats are o f  pa rtic u l ar inte r e st for the re 
is no argument that something extraordin a ry is being reported . 
Here are examp l e s  o f  three o f  them . 

A pair o f  c ats wa s indic ated a l ong the Rock Rive r in northe rn 
I l l inois in May of 19 7 0 . Six peop le l oading s od on a truck 2 mil e s  
e a st o f  Ros coe s aw a lion run o f f  with a bag o f  meat put out for two 
stray dogs . Some of the peop l e  fol l owed the cat in a c a r  and got 
a bette r l ook . Tom Te rry recounted: 11 He mu st have been 8 f eet l ong . 
He had a mane and a l ong tail . It l ooked • • •  we l l  • • •  l ike a regu l a r  
lion . "  The a nima l j umped a fence and vani shed . 

I n  June tracks we re f ound on the e a st of the river a fter s ev e r a l  
hor s e s  and c a lve s w e r e  s pooked . Tra c k s  w e r e  found that mea s ured 5 
inche s l ong and 4 . 75 inche s wide . The distance between e a ch paw print 
wa s 4 0  inche s . A l s o  found were tr acks de s c ribed a s  simi l a r  but 
sma l l e r . I n  August a r e sident in the area r eported a roar that wa s 
" like the lion they have in the Milwaukee Zoo . " [ 2 3] 

I n  19 7 6  near A l apaha , Geo rgia , J . H .  Ho lyo a k  s aw a l arge c at l ike 
none he had ever s een . He wa s an experienced hunter who had kil l ed 
mountain lio n s  in the West . The anima l l ooked like a c ro s s  between 
a n  A f rican lion and a cougar . It had a man e  on its neck . It wa s 
trying to c atch a c a l f . Ho lyoak wounded the c at with a shotgun but 
it e s caped . [ 2 4] 

I n  1 9 6 0  Leo P a u l  Da l l aire , who lived on a f a rm near Kapu s k a sing , 
Onta rio , reported s eeing a n  anima l resembling an Afric an lion on his 
l and . He de s c ribed it as being: light tan , 5 f eet l ong , with a l a rge 
mane , and having a 4 - foot tail that wa s " bu shy at the e nd . "  Or rie 
Lewis , an Ontario wil d li f e  o f ficer , comme n t ed , .. Mr . Da l l aire ha s been 
wat c hing too muc h  TV . "[25] 

The po s sibility o f  real " b l ack panthe r s " ha s not been we l l  
received . I n  the July/Augu st 19 9 2  is s u e  o f  Nature Conservancy Wil l iam 
S to l z enburg made mention o f  " b l ack Forida panther s  - - for which the re 
is no s cientific proo f wha t ever . "[2 6] Writing in 19 8 3  Thoma s Atke s on , 
a n  outdoo r s  write r  for t h e  Huntsvil l e  ( Al abama ) Times, c a l l ed b l ack 
panther s a myt h . H e  wen t  on: 

Theo r e tic a l ly ,  t h e r e  cou l d  be a me l a nistic c ouga r , but mammal­
ogi s t s  who have s tudi ed them for yea r s  s ay that , nature - f a king 
f i c t i on and te l evi s ion thril l e r s  notwiths t anding , the r e  h a s  never 
been a r e cord o f  a b l ack one in the United State s . To thos e  
who a r e  c on t i nua l l y s ighting b l a ck panthe r s , w e  c an on ly s ay 
s l a c k  o f f  on t h e  bott l e , boys , or it wil l  be pink e l ephants 
next . [2 7 ] 

Whe n  in 1 9 8 0  Loren Co l eman dis cu s s ed the v i ew that the s e  c ats 
are s urv i ving American l ion s[2 8] , he drew c riticisms f rom Mike Gray son 
i n  a l e t t e r  t o  the Fortean Times. His fir st c ompl aint wa s that r eports 
o f  " b l ack p a n t h er s " come f rom variou s parts of the wor l d ,  inc luding 
Austra l i a 1 1where lion s and panthe rs have never o c c u r r ed . "  This r emind s 
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me o f  a chi l d r e n ' s  ridd l e: I f  butte r is 9 9  c e nts a pound in Mil waukee , 
what a r e  window pane s in Detroit ? The answe r is " g l a s s . "  Even children 
were ex pected to gra s p  the fact that two dif f e rent commoditie s we re 
invo l ved . A hypothe sis to expl ain cats in the Americ a s  sho u l d  not 
be c riticiz ed b e c a u s e  it doe s not expl ain myste rie s e l s ewhere in the 
wor l d . 

Next he c omp l ain s  that the re are no pride s o f  lion s s ee n . He 
insists Americ a n s  are repo rting anima l s  with u n - lion - like behavior . 
As noted above , I wou l d  s ay that the S cha l l e r s  have de s c ribed lion 
behavior that the Ame rican c ats have u s ed to adapt to the post­
P l eistocene e nvironment . 

Next Gray s on s ays that b l a c k  pigmentation in one s e x  wou l d  be 
uniqu e  in the wor l d . I s ay ,  s o  be it . Nature deve l o p s  as it wil l  
and i s  not s ubj ect to l aws we invent . We devi s e  s uch things to he l p  
u s  u nder stand natur e , not t o  dictate what natu r e  wil l  do . As s ugge sted 
e a r l ie r , the c o l or ation of both s ex e s  in the Ame ric an lion may be 
in t r a n s ition . P e rhaps both anima l s  wil l  one day be equ a l ly dark . 

Fina l ly ,  he write s that "the re are no known me l a nistic pop u l ation s  
of l ions . "  Again , one day w e  may have t o  put i n  a n  exception for 
new knowl edge o f  the living Ame ric an lion s . 

Regarding the l a st two points , our c o l l ective f o l ly ha s been 
to avoid studying the struggling popu l ation s  rare in number s  
that a r e  the c ryptid s o f  this wor l d . W e  know o n l y  the natu re o f  l a rger 
anima l popu l ation s  that are e a sily c aptured and s tudied . 

Odd l y  the s e  weak a rguments f rom Gray s on a r e  s ec onded by K a r l  
P . N .  Shuker i n  his Mystery Cats of the World. [ 2 9] But they are n o  
bette r for being repeated . Shuker o f f e r s  his own a n s w e r  for the c ats• 
pre s en c e , e s c a p e e s  f rom cir c u s e s  and priv a t e  c o l l ection s . My rema r k s  
on p .  5 s peak to this hypothe sis . I n  addition t o  being unproven in 
any sing l e  in stan c e  among a l l  the account s  cited here , the reports 
of l arge b l a c k  c ats and c ats with man e s  are too nume rou s  to be bru shed 
a side . A mu l tit u d e  of c a r e l e s s and imagina ry cir c u s e s  and c at - owner s 
wou l d  b e  a bigge r  myste ry . 

I f  mistaken views o f  b l a c k  hou s e  c at s  ( or f e r a l  c at s  that a r e  
stil l too s ma l l  - - a n d  sic k ly c reatu r e s  a s  we l l ) wer e  s u f ficient to 
e x p l ain the s e  c at r eport s  I wou l d  have litt l e  to s ay about them . 
The t r a c k s , the r eported s i z e , and the depredatio n s  a l l  point to s ome­
thing e x c e eding dome s tic c ats . Mistaken views o f  dome stic c a t s  c an 
happen but tha t doe s n o t  inv a lidate better r e po r t s  and othe r data . 

Whi l e  historic a l  r ec o r d s  o f  " b l ack puma s "  e xist , a s  cited in 
Tin s l ey , [ 3 0] I t e n d  to agre e  with the conve n tio n a l  wis dom: me l a nism 
appea r s  to be e x tr em e l y  rare among the couga r s . We mu s t  wond e r  abo u t  
" b l a ck puma s "  tha t wer e  s imp ly a s sumed t o  couga r s  for l ac k  o f  an 
a l t e rnative s uch as is s ugge sted he r e . 

The j aguar doe s littl e to e x p l ain the North Ame rican c a t  r epo r t s  
f o r  i t s  r a nge b ar e ly r e a che s into the U . S . A .  

The j ag u a r undi appe a r s to have become e s tablished in F l o rida 
and A l abama in s ma l l  number s .  I f  " b l ac k  panthe r "  report s  were c o n fined 
t o  a r e a s  whe r e  this wa s the c a s e , again we wou l d  have l itt l e  to 
dis cu s s . We s ho u l d  be and are concerned abou t i s o l ating j agua rundi 
a ccount s .  

That the puma (Felis concolor) stil l o c c u r s in the e a ste rn state s 
a nd p rovin c e s  i s  true and i s  the s ub j ect o f  another artic l e  here . [3 1] 



Fig. 5. The j aguarundi (Herpailurus yagouarundi) is a c at that 
average s 1 6  poun d s  in weight . It is distingui shed by its l ong 
tail a nd c an be gray in c o l o r . It live s in Arizona and s outhern 
Texa s a nd is known southward into Bra zil . It is thought to 
have e stab lished its e l f  in F l o rida and Al abama in sma l l  numbe r s . 

The puma i s  an anima l with dif f e rent trac ks , dif ferent behavior , and 
dif f e re nt appearanc e s  than what we have seen reported for the Ame rican 
lion . The s ame can be s aid for the bobc at and othe r native c at s . 

S ome peop l e  may want to s ugge st that a combination o f  the above 
c and i date s wou l d  e x p l ain away a l l the cat reports . Such convo l uted 
arguments a r e  not nece s s ary if we pur s ue the surviva l of the Americ an 
lion a s  j u st one more of many c rypto z oo l ogic a l  su rvivor s .  

The s e  particu l a r  c at reports are expl ained by the p r e s e n c e  o f  
the Americ an lion , Panthera atrox. They a r e  l a rge cats with ma rked 
s exua l dimorphism . The ma l e s  appe a r , as a ru l e , to be more retir ing 
than the f ema l e s . Their track s are distinctive in s i z e  and 
cha r acte ristic s .  Their aggre s sive behavior and voc a liz ation s  a r e  
distinctive l y  their own . ( The s cr e aming o f  puma s ought t o  b e  
r e c on s i de red with the unde r standing that othe r l a rge c ats a r e  native 
to North Ame rica and have a lways been around , a l b eit in l e s ser 
numbe r s . )  Both the great size and mane s o f  the Ame rican lion have 
b e e n  r e po rted . Their pre sence in the prehistory of the America s  is 
u ndoubte d . A l l that is l acking is a c a r e f u l  record of the a nima l's 
p r e s e n c e . No o rganized re s ou r c e s  have been brought to bear on the 
que s tion o f  the s urviva l of the s e  lion s . 

I r egret that d e s c ribing the e xistence o f  the Americ an lion is 
the equ i va l ent of nail ing up· a wanted poster . An inevitab l e  urge 
to s hoot a s pec imen wil l f o l l ow in the mind s  of many . They wil l  want 
to " prove its e xistence , "  to " make a mil lion do l l a r s " o f f  the 
e xpe rie n c e , to " show up the e xpert s , "  or to "make history by being 
the f i r st to b ag a trophy . "  Per s ona l ly I wou l d  not encourage any 
o f  thes e  goa l s . 

The f i r st pre s e rved s pecimen i s  u n lik e ly to prove the e xistence 
of a modern d i stinct c at . It wil l  b e  debated and some wil l  dismis s 
i t  a s  a n  a b e r r at i on - - one abnorma l s pecimen - - o f  a known a nima l . 
B i g  money a s  a r eward for k i l ling s u c h  a c r e atu re remain s a n  i l l u sion . 
A s  . f o r  s howi ng up the e xpe rts , tho s e  who wou l d  deny the po s sibility 
o f  the s e  lio n s  s urviving wil l  c ling to their cherished il l u sion s until 
they e x pire f rom this life . To paraphr a s e  Max P l anc k , you don't change 
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their mind s . 
the truth . 

They die off and a who l e  new generation grows up with 

S e ve ra l l a rge b l a c k  c ats have a l ready been shot , and fame h a s  
not c ome t o  the shoote r s . It is t o o  l ate t o  be the first . The next 
shoote r is a s  like ly to be revi l e d  a s  prais ed for the a ct . Peop l e  
wil l  wonder how ma ny anima l s  we re o n l y  wounded and e s caped t o  b l eed 
to de ath in the proc e s s  of obtaining one pre s e rved kil l . 

The re i s  dange r fo r individua l s  who wou l d  hunt the s e  c at s . The 
anima l s  c a n  and wil l  protect them s e l ve s  when threatened . A l s o , we 
shou l d  a l l  be c autiou s about " awak e ning a s l eeping tiger "  her e . The 
cat s  a r e  habituated to avoiding human s  in thi s mode rn age of fire a rms . 
I f  they were to become the subj ect of inten sive hunting and e f f ective 
har a s sment wherever they appeared , we might r ep l ac e  their r e l uctance 
for human c onta ct with a be l ligerence that wou l d  bring harm to unwary 
peop l e . I f  con stantly bothered the c at s  ove r time c ou l d  turn into 
a thr eat that they do not repre s e nt at this time . 

I a dvocate that we study thi s c r eatu re f rom a distanc e . When 
l a rge a nima l s  r emain unknown a c ryptid to be studied by c rypto­
z oo l ogi s t s  -- they are a l re ady rare a nima l s . We c an l e arn much about 
them by u s ing our brain s and techno l ogy without ha rming them 
need l e s s ly . The approach I c a l l " te l ebio l ogy " wou l d  have us gather 
in formation , ana l y z e  it , re cord and mea s ure the a nima l s  at a distanc e , 
and u l timate l y  study specimens a s  they become a vail ab l e  by mea n s  othe r 
than r andom kil ling . [3 2] 

P e r s on a l ly I do not e xpect a s udden inte r e st in Ame ric an l ions 
to appea r .  The be st that we might hope for is that a mode st and a lmo st 
in forma l n etwor k  o f  curiou s peop l e  b e  f o rmed . They wou l d  attempt 
to track the appearance s of native Ame rican c at s , s uch as the p uma 
in the E a st and the American lion whe rever it appear s . If  a wide­
s pr e a d  appe a l  we re made for report s  of wil d  c at s , mor e  reports wou l d  
s u r f a c e  a n d  peop l e  might have a p l a c e  t o  g o  with their r eports . 

P e rhaps we c ou l d  l e arn a l e s s on f rom the n eg l ect o f  this body 
o f  cohe r ent data on the Ame rican lion . We shou l d  try to gather r eports 
of any unusual cats and s ort them l ate r . For now they go unc o l l e cted 
or l anguish in obs curity as ha s the obs ervation of a c at made by 
Chand l e r  Robbin s . John ·v. Dennis mention s  in The Great Cypress S wamps 
tha t a f oo tnote in an unpub lished paper by Robbin s te l l s  o f  a s lim 
and l ong- l egged c at that remain s u nidenti fied . [ 3 3] I know o f  s til l 
o the r odd c at s  reported in North Ame ric a . Might we not make s ome 
e f f o r t  in o u r  l i f etime s to tac k l e  the s e  que stion s ?  I f  not , we l eave 
a l l  the f u n  of the s e  myste rie s to our chi l dren and grandchi l d re n . 

I f  I were a young n atura list today , I wou l d  s e e  the p o s s ib l e  
s urviv a l o f  the Ame ric an lion a s  a promising opportunity . H e r e  i s  
a s ubj e c t  t h a t  c an b e  pursued i n  a lmo s t  a ny p a rt o f  the U . S . A .  Though 
n eg l ec t e d  in historica l  time s ,  the s ubj ect ha s a past that c a n  stil l 
b e  r ecovered . I n  the p r e s ent we c an interview peop l e  who have s ee n  
them , we c a n  obs erve the cats f o r  our s e lve s , w e  c a n  find their trac k s , 
and l e a r n  a bout them in the wild . We have the chance to c ompa r e  o u r  
knowl edge o f  c a t s  known f r om fos s i l s  with the l iving creatur e s . A s  
s o  o f t en t h e  c a s e  i n  c rypto z oo l ogy , h e r e  is a s ubj e ct waiting f or 
a dventu r o u s  min d s  to take u p  the its cha l l enge . 
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THE EAS TERN CATAMOUNT (Felis concolor) 

by Mark A. Ha l l  

I n  1896 natura l i st Frede r i c  Luc a s  o f  the U.S. Nat i onal Mu s e um 
i n  Wa shi ngton de s c r i bed the puma with the s e  wo rds: 

Puma [ = Pe ruv. ] : the common name f o r  Felis concolor, a l arge 
member of the c at f ami ly (Felidae) i nhab it i ng Ame r i c a ; a l so known 
as panther , mountain l i on ,  l i on ,  tige r , and - - in books at l ea st 

a s  cougar and cat amount. It i s  o f  a gen e r a l  redd i sh gray , 
or tawny , above , whit i sh beneath , end o f  t a i l  d u s ky ,  out s i de 
of ears and a s pot on either s i de o f  the mu z z l e  b l a ck. The young , 
two to f i ve i n  number , are s potted. Next to the j aguar the puma 
i s  the l a rge st c at of the New Wor l d , att a i n i ng a l ength of 8 
feet and a we i ght o f  2 0 0  lb. , a lt hough i nd i v i dua l s  o f  thi s s i z e 
are ve ry rare. Few t e r r e st r i a l  mamma l s  have a mo re extended 
north and s outh range. It i s  f ound f rom Patagon i a  to 6 0° N. 
l at. , f rom Ma i ne to Ca l i forn i a  and throughout South Ame r i c a  up 
to a he ight o f  9, 0 0 0  f e et on the Ande s .  Natura l l y w i th s uch 
a range there a re great variat i o n s  i n  s i z e , c o l or , coat , and 
ferocity. The puma i s  o r d i na r i ly a c owardly a n ima l , but when 
wounded or brought to bay it is dange rous. I t  is u s u a l ly s i l ent 
and the t a l e s  of it s " b l ood - curd l ing s c ream " are mo s t l y  
apocryphal. The c reature feeds l arge ly on deer , but sma l l er 
anima l s  a r e  eat e n , even the Canada porcu p i ne. I n  South Ame r i c a  
the agu t i , capyba r a , a n d  rhea a r e  e xt en sive ly preyed upon , and , 
when a c c e s sib l e ,  c a l ve s , sheep , a nd pigs .  For a f u l l  account 
of the puma , w i t h  numerous re f e renc e s  to l it erat ure on the 
subj ect , s e e  The Puma, or American Lion, by F. W. True , Report 
U.S. Nat. Mus eum (1889) , pp 591. [1] 

A ha l f  century l at e r  two b i o l ogist s with the U.S. Department 
o f  I nte r i or , Stan l ey Young and Edward Go l dma n , had their maj or wo rk 
on the puma pub lish ed. The Puma, Mysterious American Cat [ 2] became 
the standard t r e atment of this a n ima l. Young d e s c r i bed the cat ' s 
history and habit s. G o l dman d e s c ribed it s geographi c var i at i on and 
the i dent it i e s  of it s numerous subspecie s. 

I n  1946 Young wa s abl e  to s ay that the puma wa s recorded at an 
a lt itude o f  1 3 , 0 0 0  f e e t , t hat the puma c ou l d  " s c r e am , " and that the 
a n i ma l  was e xtinct in book s , at l e a st - - in the e a st e rn ha l f  o f  
t h e  U.S.A. , e x c e p t  f o r  F lorida . He wrot e: " The s pe cie s is now regarded 
a s  e xt i nct e a st o f  the Mis s i s sippi Rive r ,  e x c e p t  in F l orida. " 

He put t h e  cat ' s range in southern F l orida , perhaps i n  northe rn 
Louis i ana , a nd in the wil de r  reg i on s  west of 1 0 0 °  We st Longitude. 
A s  we wi l l  s e e  l at e r  the book cont ain s nume rou s c aveat s  on the 
appearances of t h e  puma in the Ea st. 

The view t h at the c at h a s  not b e e n  a round t h e  E a st during the 
twentieth c e nt u r y  is t h e  t opic of the dis c u s s ion that f o l l ows. That 
t h e  cat s  have c ontinued to be reported in t h e  E a st is a fact beyond 
dis pute. Are they v a l id ?  Where do the cat s come f rom ? H a s  the puma 
r eturned ? Did it ever l eave ?  Know l edge o f  t h e  puma i n  the E a st might 
t e l l u s  s ometh i ng about the per sistence o f  Panthera atrox, the Ame r i can 
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lion , which is simil a r l y  report ed in numerou s l ocations in North 
Ame ric a . [ 3] 

You ng found s c ant r ecord o f  the puma in the province of New 
Bru n s wick . A man wa s s aid to have been att a c k ed by a puma in 18 4 1 .  
And Young specu l ated that "in ear lier days " c at s  e nte ring f rom Maine 
may have f ed on the abundance of deer in New Bru n swick . This view 
wa s dis puted a l most immediat e l y  by Bruce s. Wright . His paper on 
the s urviva l of the puma in New Brunswick wa s published in the Journal 
of Mammalogy in 19 4 8 . 

Wright gathe red t ogether his report s o f  the puma into book f o rm 
in 1959 and had his The Ghost of North America publ ished by a vanity 
pre s s . I n  19 7 2  a revised ver sion wa s published by Cl arke , I rwin , 
& Comp a ny in Toronto a s  The Eastern Panther: A Question of S urvival. 
Wright wa s director o f  the Northe a stern Wil d li f e  St ation o f  the Univer­
s ity o f  New Bru n swick , Fredericton , from 19 4 7  to 19 7 4 . He l ea rned 
of n um e rou s puma encount e r s  in New Brunswick f rom 1904 to 19 7 1 .  H e  
a l s o r e corded reports f rom Nova Scotia a n d  Quebec . He t ook note o f  
r epo rt s  f rom e a st e rn s t at e s  extending f rom Maine t o  A l abama . 

De s pite s u ch e f f orts the Young and Go ldman view that the Ea st e rn 
panthe r is extinct ha s had a l a sting e f fe ct . Whe n  bio l ogist Maurice 
Horno c k e r  d e s c ribed the puma for National Geographic in 19 9 2  the a r e a s 
o f  " couga r c ountry" wer e  confined to the West a nd southe rn F lorida . 
Oth e rwi s e  the Ea stern p a nthe r wa s s ummed up in a not ation that " recent 
sighting s o f  mount ain l ion s in the Appa l a chian s  a re uncon firmed . "  [ 4 ]  

A quite dif f e rent view o f  their occurrence wa s p r e s ented b y  wil d­
l i f e  photogr aphe r Leona rd Lee Rue I I I  in his Furbearing Animals of 
North America in 1 9 8 1 . [5] H e  a cknowl edged their p r e s en c e  in the c e ntr a l  
p rovin c e s o f  Canada a n d  i n  New Brunswick . T h e  s t ate s of Maine , New 
York , P e n n s y l vania , Georgia , Mis s ouri , Arkan s a s , Louisiana , a nd Al abama 
a r e  among the p l a c e s  indicated as ha rboring puma s . Rue wrot e that 
the great c at s  we re e xtirpat ed but have ret urned to their old haunts . 

The Canadian Wild l i f e  Federation think s the panthe r i s  f ound 
in its e a s t e rn province s . Acco rding to a report in 1 9 7 7  " Canada ' s  
e a ste rn c ouga r popu l ation ha s been reduced to a round 100 individua l s , 
a bout h a l f  o f  them in c entr a l  New Brun swick . " [6] 

I wil l  pres ent a s ummary of the record o f  the e a stern c at amount 
by state and province . I considered mapping a l l  the r eport s but , 
whe n  d rawing upon the m a ny s c atte red s ou r c e s  ( books , news pape r s , a nd 
c o n s ervation artic l e s ) , I f ound them s o  numerous that the t a s k  cou l d  
n o t  b e  a ccomplish ed i n  t h e  time I c a n  devote t o  this s ubj ect . 

The r e  i s  a de sire o n  the part o f  many to dismis s report s by 
persons rated as " unqu a l ified . "  I have noticed , h oweve r ,  that r eport s 
f rom peopl e  who a re " qu a lified , "  that i s , bio l ogist s ,  pro f e s siona l s  
in game and pa rk management , and other s  with e x p e rience , do not s eem 
to go a ny f urther to s ett l e  the i s s u e  of a p a nthe r pre senc e . The 
p r e s umption of e xtinction in the East ha s a l ways s eemed to outweigh 
a n y  t e s timony . H e r e  I wil l  pres ent the record o f  r eport s a s  b e st 
I know t h em with their s ou r c e s . 

I am mind f u l  t h a t  h o a x e s r egarding mountain l ion s have o ccurred . 
H e r e  a r e  s ome examp l e s . Around Elgin , I l linois , in 1 96 9  a man c l aimed 
t o  h av e  c aptured a mou n t ain lion . Some inve s tigation t u rned up t h e  
f act t h at h e  wa s renting a puma from anoth e r  party in I l linois t o  
put o n  dis p l ay .  It a p pe a r ed to b e  a publicity s tunt . [ 7 ]  I n  We s t  



Fig. 1 .  The puma (F elis concolor) i s  a survivor i n  the ea stern 
state s and provi nce s of North Ame r i ca . 

Vi rgi n i a  pr i or to 19 7 1  a med i c a l  docto r  r eported ly purcha sed a puma 
for the expre s s  purpo s e  of hoa x i ng a newspaper editor . H i s  panther 
from Me x i co a r r i ved after the editor ' s  death . Sti l l  s omeone wa s 
per s uaded to c l aim he captured the cat from the wi ld on Kenn i son 
Mounta i n . The anima l wa s put on d i s p l ay for the benefit of a l o c a l  
fi re department . It wa s eventua l ly expo s ed a s  a hoax , though b l amimg 
the wrong per sori . [ 8] 

Anothe r  hoax wa s c l a imed by Earne st ( " Wi l d  Bi l l " ) White of 
Decatur , Al abama . He to ld Tony E ste s of The Decatur Daily that around 
1 9 7 7  he and a fr i end had cau s ed c ouga r r eports a round F l i nt Creek . 
Th i s  wa s accompl i shed with a noi s emaker , fa l s e  trac k s , and a 
" contrapt i on " that l ooked l i ke an a n i ma l . [ 9] It wou l d  be fa i r  to 
po int out that the va l i d ity of th i s  c l aim i s  unknown . It might only 
be an i n stance of story-te l l i ng without foundati on . Stor i e s  negative 
to the pres ence of puma s shou l d  be s ubj e ct to s ome proof , a s  is de s i red 
for stor i e s  that are po s itive . 

Here i s  a l ook at the Ea stern state s and prov i n c e s  where c ats 
are s a i d  to have been s e en i n  the twenti eth century . I nformation 
from Young and Gol dman's The Puma ( Y & G ) appe a r s on the i r  page s 12 - 4 3  
un l e s s  otherwi s e  i ndi cated . 

New Brunswick, Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Mass, Conn : 

The surv i va l of the puma i n  New Brunswi ck and surround i ng state s 
and prov i n c e s  i s  d i s c u s s ed at l ength i n  Bruce Wr ight's The Eastern 
Panther[ 10] . For h i s  home prov i nce h e  gives con stant r eports from 
19 0 0  to 1 9 7 1 .  The Mammals of Canada acknowl edge s that " a  few 
i nd i vidua l s  are now known to occur i n  New Brun s w i c k . " [ 1 1] 

I n  Ma i n e  Y & G  note that one wa s k i l l ed i n  18 9 1 . Wr ight c i te s  
s potty reports i n  the state over the p e r i od of 18 9 7  t o  19 65 . A man 
from Connecti cut reports a s ighting i n  Ma ine in 1 9 6 2 . [ 1 2] Through­
out the 1 9 8 0's Loren Co l eman h a s  been s en d i ng me reports of puma s 
i n  the state from the Bo ston and Port l a nd paper s . 
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The l ate st f rom Loren Co l eman i s  a n  u n f o l ding s tory o f  a 
photograph produced by Wayne Pe rri of Hart l an d , Ma i ne . It wa s 
pub l i c i z e d  in February o f  19 9 4 . It shows a l a rge c a t  f l a nked by two 
o f  P e r ri' s hounds ( Fig . 2 ) . [ 1 3] 

For New Hampshire s ources in Y & G  indicated word of cougar s  in 
19 0 2  and a pair of them known in the 19 2 0 s . In Ve rmont into the 19 3 0 s  
the r e  were " repeated r e ports o f  panthe r s  s een and heard i n  variou s  
p a r t s o f  the State . "  A l t e rnative l y , s ome dec l ar e d  the l a st panther 
k i l l ed i n  18 8 1 .  C . B .  C o l b y  ha s written i n  Yankee Maga z i ne o f  f i ve 
pa s t  puma reports in Ve rmont a nd New Hamp shi re . [ 1 4 ] In 1 9 9 2  Vermont 
Lif e a s ked " H a s  the Cat Come Back ? " [ 15] The F i sh a nd Wild l i fe 
Depa rtment i s  in sisting that any cat s  in the wil d  have b e e n  re l ea s ed , 
a r e  e s c apee s , or have come f rom s ome d i stant popu l a t i on . Recent 
repo r t s  in New Hampshire took p l a c e  in 19 8 3  and 1 9 9 1 . [ 1 6 ] 

S ome de c l ar ed the c at e xtinct in Ma s s achu s e tt s  i n  the midd l e  
o f  t h e  19th century . But Y & G  f ound o n e  s ource c i t i ng a p uma a s  l at e  
a s  1 8  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 6 . Bruce Wright wa s a b l e  t o  c i te a cc ounts f rom that 
year to 19 7 1 .  [ 17] The cat is back in the news i n  the 1 9 8 0 s  in the 
we ste rn part of the s tate , s outh o f  the Quabb i n  Re s e rvoir , and on 
Cape Cod . [ 18] 

A l ette r  to Yankee f rom George K .  Libby in 1 9 7 4  gave thi s  r eport: 

Five times dur i ng the l a st y e a r  the pres e nc e  o f  s u ch a n  anima l 
ha s been r epor t ed t o  me i n  a 2 0 - t o  3 0 - s qua r e - m i l e  a r e  north 
o f  thi s  c ity [ Br i s to l , CT] i n  the adj o in i ng t own ship o f  
Bur l i ngton . [ 19] 

Ontario, New York, Pennsylvania: 

Y & G  dec l ared the c at e xtinct in Ontario in 1 9 0 8 . I n  1 9 7 6  a s en i or 
b i o l og i s t  w i th the Canad i an governme n t , Gera l d  McKe a t i ng , s a id he 
had r e c e i ved 8 0  puma s ightings over ten year s . The y  c lu s t e red i n  
the prov i nce's two whi t e - t a i l ed deer r ange s: i n  northwe s te rn Ont a r i o  
a ro u nd K e nora and i n  the s outh - c e n t r a l area e a s t  o f  Georg i an Bay . [ 2 0 ]  

Accord i ng to Y & G  the c a t  wa s gone f rom New York a fte r 19 0 8 . 
The c a t s  have been r epor t e d  i n  the s t a t e  i n  the 1 9 7 0 s  a n d  1 9 8 0 s . 

I n  P e n n s y l va ni a  none were k i l l ed s i nce 1 8 9 1  ( Y & G ) . A cou p l e  
o f  r e po r t s  commo n l y  known f o r  the s ta t e  a r e  c a t s  a t  Reyno l d s v i l l e 
i n  1 9 4 4  [ 2 1 ]  a nd Venago Town s hi p , Crawford Co . ,  i n  1 9 6 7 . [ 2 2] He l en 
McG i nn i s guaranteed h e r  s o u r c e s  con f i de nt i a l i ty a n d  f ound many 
s ight ings a nd k i l l s  of p uma s in the yea r s  1 8 9 1  t o  1 9 8 1 . [ 2 3 ]  

West V irginia, Virginia, Maryland, North Caroli na, S outh Carolina: 

I n  W e s t  V i rgi n i a  a f ew couga r s  s t i l l  were abo u t  i n  1 9 1 0  a c cord i ng 
t o  the s o u r c e s  i n  Y & G . The y  noted t r a c k s  wer e  reported i n  1 9 3 5  and 
1 9 3 6 .  I n  the 19 7 0 s  t h e r e  wa s a n  a dm i s s i on i n  s ev e r a l  a r t i c le s  i n  
Wonderf ul West Virginia tha t peop l e  had been s e e i ng l i o n s  and tra c k s  
go i n g  b a c k  a t  l ea s t  t o  1 9 6 8 . [ 2 4 ]  

I n  V i rgi n i a  the puma wa s dec la r e d  e xtin c t  i n  Y & G , w i th the l a st 
record be i ng 18 8 0 . Howeve r ,  the y  n o t e  on p . 12 a r e c o r d  o f  a c a t  
i n  the Shenandoah Nat i o n a l  P a rk i n  1 9 4 4 . Two a n i ma l s  we r e  s ee n . 



Fig. 2 .  Th i s  drawi ng s hows the content o f  a photograph made 
by Wayne Perri o f  H a r t l and , Ma i ne . He took h i s  dogs out a f ter 
Chr i s tma s o f  1 993 and encounte red t h i s an ima l i n  the Decker 
Pond area . It may be the f i r s t  p i c ture o f  a l i v i ng Ma i ne puma . 

The l a t e s t  f rom the park c ame i n  1 97 9  when a track wa s found , 
c a s ted , and iden t i f i ed a s  that o f  a puma . [ 2 5 ]  

Modern s i gh t i ngs i n  V i rg i n i a  a round Pot t s  Mounta i n  and the Peaks 
o f  Otter have been r epor t ed . [ 2 6 ]  

· 

For Mary l a nd Y & G  come to no conc lu s i on , but the s pec i e s  appeared 
to have gone out in the m i dd l e  of the l a s t  century . The Mammals of 
Maryland i n  1 96 9  noted : 

There i s  no que s t i on that today , however , the s pec i e s  i s  ext i nc t  
i n  Mary l and d e s p i t e  the f ac t  t h a t  f rom t ime to t ime there are 
repo r t s  o f  them i n  s ome o f  the more r emot e  port i on s  o f  the 
S t a te . [ 2 7 ]  

Some of the repor t s  i n  Maryl and t hrough the yea r s  a r e  ment i oned in 
B . F .  Beebe ' s  American Lions and Cats : Olney -Norbeck i n  December 1 96 0 ,  
C l arksburg i n  December 1 96 0  and Ju l y  1 96 1  . [ 28]  Near Fros tburg i n  
Augu s t  o f  1 97 1  a c ougar wa s s een . [ 29] The D i s tr i c t  o f  Co l umb i a  wa s · 
the s cene o f  a puma hunt i n  1 983 . [ 3 0 ]  

Great Smoky Moun t a i n s  Na t i on a l  Park h a s  s een s uppo s ed moun t a i n  
l i on s i ght i ng s  f rom 1 93 8  to 1 9 6 7 . They are i temi z ed i n  a 1 97 1  s ummary 
i n  Mammals of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. [ 3 1 ] 
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T h e  Carol i n a s  Nor th a n d  Sou t h  have 
re s ea rched by Herbe rt Ravene l S a s s . [ 3 2 ]  
i n  t h i s  c en t ury . 

e xpe r i enced puma repo r t s  a s  
Y & G  cons i dered t h e  c a t s  gone 

Georgia , Fl orida, Al abama , Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky : 

I n  Georg i a  Y&G found the puma reported i n  t h e  Oke f enokee i nto 
the 1 9 2 0 s . Peop l e  s t i l l  report t h em in the l a s t  ha l f  of th i s  c en tury , 
i n  s ou t h e rn and northern s ec t i on s  o f  the s ta te . [ 3 3 ]  

F lo r i da i s  recogn i z ed a s  home to the F lo r i da panthe r . The an i ma l 
i s  e nda ngered and appe a r s  t o  have i nbred w i th couga r s  i n t rodu c ed i n to 
t he s ta t e  by humans . 

I n  Y & G  Al abama wa s a l l owed t o  h ave she l tered puma s i nt o  t h e  1 9 2 0 s . 
My f i l e s  s how repor t s  f r om 1 9 5 0 , 1 9 7 6 ,  1 9 8 3 , and 1 9 8 8 . 

M i s s i s s i ppi i s  repor ted to h ave the c a t s  t oday i n  t h e  Ya z oo 
N a t i ona l Wi l d l i f e Refuge . [ 3 4 ]  

I n  Tenne s s ee a panther wa s s een i n  1 9 3 7  ( Y & G ) . The l a s t  c a t  
in Kentu cky wa s k i l l ed i n  1 8 6 3  ( Y & G ) . 

I ll inois, I ndiana, Ohio, Wisconsin: 

The c a t  i n  I l l i no i s  wa s d e c l a red " ex treme l y  doubt f u l "  i n  1 9 1 2  
( Y & G ) . I n  I ndi ana i t  had " prac t i ca l l y d i sappeared " i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 s  ( Y& G ) . 
I n  my f i l e s  I have newspaper r e po r t s o f  cou gar s i n  Oh i o , I nd i ana , 
and I l l i no i s  from the 1 9 4 0 s  i nto 1 9 9 4 . 

The c ougar " s t i l l  rema i n s  i n  the s ta t e "  o f  W i s c on s i n  i nt o  1 9 3 9  
a c c ord i ng t o  Y & G . Later repor t s  have been l abe l ed e s capee s but wi thout 
e v i dence for s uch an o r i g i n . [ 3 5 ] I have added newspape r repo r t s  to 
my f i l e s  i n  more recent year s . 

Manitoba, Minnesota, I owa, North Dakota, S outh Dakota : 

Mani toba ha s had cougar report s  and one an i ma l  k i l l ed . [ 3 6 ]  
O f f i c i a l l y  the l a s t  cougar i n  M i nn e sota wa s t h e re i n  1 8 7 5  ( Y & G ) . 

M i nne s o t a  h a s  s e e n  an i ncrea s i ng numbe r o f  cougar r e po r t s  over s ever a l  
r e c e n t  decades . [ 3 7 ]  

I owa h a s  s een moun t a i n  l i o n s  i n  t he nor t h e rn p a r t  o f  t h e  
s ta te . [ 3 8 ]  

Regard i ng North Dakota , a 1 9 6 4  a n i ma l  s tudy noted t h a t  " au thent i c  
repo r t s o f  the i r  pre s en c e  i n  t h e  S t a te have b e e n  made i n  recent 
year s . " [ 3 9 ]  

The cougar i s  a c knowl edged to occur i n  t h e  B l a c k  H i l l s  
o f  S o u t h  Dakota . 

Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas: 

The l a s t  cougar c r ed i t ed i n  M i s s ou r i  by Y & G  app e a r e d  i n  1 8 8 7 . 
B i o l og i s t  Dunbar Robb h a s  wr i t t e n  o f  the i r  appear a nc e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
i n  t he 1 9 6 0 s . [ 4 0 ] The l a s t  K a n s a s  cougar wa s k i l l ed i n  1 9 0 4  ( Y &G ) . 
They h ave been s u s pected s i n c e  bu t not ve r i f i ed .  I n  Okl ahoma a pa i r  
o f  t h e  c a t s  wa s r epor ted i n  1 9 1 7  i n  C l eve l and County . [ 4 1 ] Arkan s a s  
h a s  h a d  repor t s accord i ng t o  j ou r na l i s t s  i n  other s ta t e s b u t  the 
r ec o r d s  o f  repo r t s  h ave been h a r d  t o  obta i n . 
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The e a s te rn catamount a ppe a r s  t o  have been doing we l l  i f  we c r ed i t  
many o f  t h e  repor t s  i n  th i s  century . Th i s  c a t  s pec i e s  i s  c a u t i ous 
a nd w i s e . I l ack the s pa c e  to e l abor a t e  on the s e  f a c t o r s . They k eep 
to the r ive r s  and wi lder s pace s and rema i n  unseen mo s t  of the t ime . 
They s eem never to have l e f t  the e a s tern par t s  o f  North Ame r i c a .  
I f  we l e ave them i n  pea c e  they a r e  l i ke l y  to do we l l . They have turned 
up even in the popu l ous s ta t e  of New J e r s ey . [ 4 2 ]  So have t he i r  c u r i ou s  
r e l a t i ve s , t h e  Ame r i can l i on s . [ 4 3 ] Both genera s eem to be capab l e  
o f  s urv i v i ng i n  t h e  Ea s t  i n  modern t im e s . W e  shou l d  c on s i de r  i n  our 
future h ow we m i gh t  bes t  s t udy the s e  s t e a l thy and capab l e  c a t s . 
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